
                      
 

 
 
 
Immediate and proper evaluation and care of an acute wound is essential to avoid future 
complications and allow for proper healing.  Most abrasions (scrapes) can be handled by you.  By 
following the chart below, you will be aware of when you might need to call your veterinarian. 
 

AVOID PUTTING OINTMENTS INTO A WOUND  
THAT MIGHT NEED STITCHES! 

 
The WOUND EVALUATION CHART can be downloaded from out website: www.ecvvh.com 
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Call your veterinarian now.   
Apply pressure to stop the bleeding. 
If too fractious and painful, just wait. 

Call your veterinarian now.   
This is an indication of inflammation.   
Cold hose the area.  DO NOT WRAP! 

Is there just hair missing, or the  
wound superficial (not through 
the skin)? 

Call your veterinarian now.   
Cold hose the wound to remove debris.   
NO SOAP! 

Call your veterinarian now.   
Keep your horse still as possible.  

Call your veterinarian now. 
DO NOT APPLY PRESSURE! 
DO NOT COLD HOSE! 
DO NOT APPLY ANY MEDICATIONS! 

Is there debris in the wound? 

Is the wound over a joint or tendon?

Is the area swollen? 

Is the horse lame? 
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Is the horse bleeding? 

 

ACUTE WOUND EVALUATION CHART 
Courtesy of 

EL CAJON VALLEY VETERINARY HOSPITAL 
560 North Johnson Avenue 

El Cajon, CA 92020 
619-444-9491 

An abrasion. 
Cold hose the area.   
Apply a topical antibiotic ointment.  
Wrap if needed to avoid contamination.  


