
                      
 

 
 
 
Immediate and proper evaluation and care are essential to avoid permanent damage, blindness or 
possible loss of the entire eye.  The cause of the problem may not be obvious, but by following the 
chart below, you will be aware of the cardinal signs indicating when you need a veterinarian. 
 

AVOID PUTTING OINTMENTS INTO AN EYE! 
This could interfere with an examination, and/or cause further damage. 

 
The EYE EVALUATION CHART can be downloaded from out website: www.ecvvh.com 

 
 

Call your veterinarian now.   
Do NOT apply any medications!  
They can INTERFERE with healing 
if sutures are needed. 

Call your veterinarian now.  This  
could indicate a LIVER problem. 

Is your horse bumping into things? 

Call your veterinarian now.  The 
CORNEA is inflamed.  This could be 
the precursor to permanent damage! 

Call your veterinarian now.   
This is an indication of PAIN! 

Call your veterinarian and describe the eye. 

Call your veterinarian now. This is 
an indication of INFLAMMATION. 
A foreign body could be present.  If  
visible, do not try and remove it! 

Is the eye cloudy? 

Call your veterinarian now.  Your  
horse could be BLIND or have a 
neurological problem. 

Is the white of the eye yellow? 

Is the eye shut? 

Is the eye tearing? 
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Is the eyelid split open? 
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